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Quiz of The Week 
 
Tim Hardy is our most 
recent winner.  Con-
gratulations!  Our last 
week’s question was:  
Thirty-six issues were 
published from August 
1963 to April 1971.  
This magazine was 
primarily a reprint 
magazine launched to 
cash in on the popu-
larity of the Pan Book 
of Horror Stories.  
Name it.  The answer 
was The Magazine of 
Horror.   
     This week's ques-
tion:  This term was 
first used by Mike 
Ashley in a 1988 Hor-
rorstruck article to 
refer to an affinity 
group of ghost story 
writers working in the 
tradition of M.R. 
James.  Name the 
term. 
     This week we're 
giving away your 
choice between A Box 
Full of Alien Skies (a 
chapbook of poetry) 
by G.O. Clark, Eden 
(a novelette) by Ken 
Wisman or Flesh & 
Blood Issue 8. 
     Answers may be 
faxed to: (530) 472-
1050, e-mailed to: 
dbsilva@shasta.com  
or sent to: Hellnotes, 
27780 Donkey Mine, 
Oak Run, CA 96069, 
and should be re-
ceived no later than 
December 16th.  Con-
test Rules: winners 
must wait one month 
before entering again.  
Only Hellnotes sub-
scribers may partici-
pate. 
     Visit the Hellnotes 
Bookstore (http://www.
hellnotes.com/
book_store/ ) and 
check out our newest 
titles: The Nature of 
Balance by Tim Leb-
bon, No Rest For The 
Wicked by Brian 
Keene, Dark Realms 
#3 and #4, The Magic 
Wagon  by Joe R. 
Lansdale, Love In 
Vain  by Lewis Shiner, 
Dark of The Eye  by 
Douglas Clegg, and 
other great titles. 

who they’d seen alive and well 
earlier in the evening. This unfortu-
nate discovery begins a breath-
less, fun, unsettling race of discov-
ery, survival, and the occult as the 
two attempt to discover what breed 
of animal has been unleashed on 
their family and friends.   Spotting 
something white racing through 
the forest on two legs, and, later, 
the terribly intelligent eyes of what 
they think is a huge cat in the win-
dow of one Count Corvinas 
Brahm’s home (a strange, reclu-
sive visitor to the area), the pro-
tagonists embark upon a strange, 
sensational journey strangely remi-
niscent of the early Weird Tales 
supernatural/adventure stories.  
     Hansom lends life to his story 
by weaving subtle hints, foreshad-
owing, and an ever increasing 
sense of urgency amidst an at-
mosphere of somber fear and ex-
citement.  His pen focuses not only 
on the main plot line, but, in addi-
tion, emphasizes the landscape, 
habits, and emotional landscape of 
his setting.  The immediacy of his 
character’s danger, and each new 
cliff hanger, makes this compulsive 
reading.   

purple prose and awkward use of 
wording.  At times, it’s painfully 
apparent that Hansom is writing, 
which lessens the effect of his 
story.  Despite this transgression, 
and the barriers of age which lend 
ambiguity to the language of many 
older texts, Hansom is worth read-
ing.  The boldness of his imagina-
tion, and an obvious love of the 
macabre, are complimented by a 
powerful narrative flow and break-
neck pacing.  Evoking grand, cos-
mic terrors and merging them with 
a wonderful sense of naturalism, 
combining the starkly realistic with 
the unrepentantly grotesque, Han-
som balances mystery and believ-
ability in a novel of brutal savagery 
and occult menace.   
     Grounded firmly in the pulp tra-
dition which traded the lyrical (if 
often bothersome) word play of the 
Gothic for simple language, con-
cise imagery, and lewd, exploitable 
subject matter, The Beasts Of 
Brahm creates – and manages to 
maintain – suspense from the first 
page.  Arthur, the likeable, clear 
headed main character, and Helen, 
his companion, driving along a 
back road at night in England, dis-
cover the horribly mutilated corpse 
of Charlie Mannering, their friend, 

THE BEASTS OF BRAHM 
Mark Hansom 
Midnight House, 2001 
 
Praised by the late Karl Edward 
Wagner, Mark Hansom is today 
primarily known for The Shadow On 
The House, an early modern psy-
chological horror novel that marked 
the arrival of a genre renaissance 
as authors  began shifting away 
from the Gothic trappings of the 
earlier centuries for more urban, 
timely fears and characterizations.  
Sadly, few but bibliophiles are fa-
miliar even with this one novel, as 
Hansom’s work has been forgotten, 
available primarily (when it is avail-
able) by rare book sellers for exor-
bitant prices.  The first in a new line 
of rare supernatural novels by John 
Pelan’s Midnight House, The 
Beasts Of Brahm, an even more 
obscure novel,  presents to a new 
generation Mark Hansom’s obscure 
but highly worthwhile imagination.   
     Hansom’s enthusiasm is infec-
tious even if his style indulges in 
extreme melodrama and rather 
awkward rhythms.  Although Han-
som’s voice is purposeful, and his 
narrative pacing breathless, you 
can’t help but be side-tracked by 
the author’s occasional lapses into 

and gerontophobia.  His forte, 
though, is accurately depicting 
state-of-the-art investigative tech-
niques.  A lawyer specializing in 
the insanity defense, Jay Clarke – 
the writing component of ‘Slade’ -- 
consults with real-life RCMP offi-
cers, fictionalizing two of them as 
characters in recent books.  Still, 
Slade’s Mounties don’t always get 
their man – master criminals 
sometimes get repeat perform-
ances. 
     This is Clarke’s second collabo-
ration with his daughter Rebecca.  
His recent books are more tightly 
focused, his villains less Gothic 
(though no less demented) than in 
earlier novels.  The unflinching 
violence and nervous tension sur-
rounding the fate of his series pro-
tagonists drives this fast-paced 
amalgam of horror and mystery to 
its climax. 
     (The U.S. edition of Death’s 
Door will appear sometime next 
year.  Jay Clarke will sign at Dark 
Delicacies in Los Angeles on De-
cember 15th. ) 

staged, possibly to foil geographic 
profiling. Is there a link to another 
serial killer operating in L.A., the 
Mecca of cosmetic surgery? 
     Officer Nick Craven and his 
former lover, Coroner Gillian Mac-
Beth, who have both benefited 
from the skills of a plastic surgeon, 
assist the investigation.  Dr. David 
Denning restored Craven’s hand 
and ear -- lost in the Mephisto 
case -- and rejuvenated MacBeth, 
who has targeted Chief Superin-
tendent Robert DeClerq in her sex-
ual sights. 
     Pornographer Wolfe Capp, spe-
cializing in custom female-in-
jeopardy and snuff films, lurks in 
the shadows.  His associates and 
clients include an ugly plastic sur-
geon, a former embalmer, and the 
mysterious Director, while another 
mysterious figure manipulates al-
lies and adversaries alike behind 
the scenes. 
      Death’s Door is filled with 
Slade’s hallmark research: exposi-
tions about psychosexual disor-
ders, Egyptology, martial arts, ge-
netics, premature aging disease 

DEATH’S DOOR 
Michael Slade 
(Penguin Books Canada, 368 pp, 
hardcover, $32.00, ISBN #0-670-
91165-8) 
 
Is Vancouver author Michael Slade 
noticing the sands of time trickling 
past?  His new psychothriller, 
Death’s Door, explores mankind’s 
ongoing efforts to decelerate the 
aging process, borrowing inspiration 
from The Picture of Dorian Gray, in 
which Dorian offers his soul to an 
Egyptian god in exchange for re-
maining young forever. 
     Slade’s Special X division of the 
RCMP investigates two seemingly 
unrelated crimes.  Ten people died 
during the daring theft of an Egyp-
tian mummy that has completely 
intact flesh.  The secret of its pres-
ervation would be worth billions to 
the pharmaceutical industry. 
     Concurrently, a serial killer is 
scattering the remains of his victims 
on coastal B.C. islands, bodies mu-
tilated to parody breast augmenta-
tion, liposuction and other surgical 
procedures.  The locations seem 
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