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More Movie News 
 
According to the Asso-
ciated Press, Monster, 
a new opera based on 
the Frankenstein 
story, won praise in its 
world premiere in 
Glasgow, Scotland, 
last week.  Despite the 
good reviews, how-
ever, some critics 
found it confusing.  
The storyline focuses 
on how the monster 
was created in Mary 
Shelley’s mind.  One 
critic praised the 
“deeply impressive 
and hugely coherent” 
score, but said the 
work is “not for the 
faint-hearted. … The 
potential for confu-
sion – or rather for 
lack of clarity – cre-
ates a minefield in an 
opera which is at root 
an intimate, conversa-
tional, ensemble 
piece.”  The monster 
only appears once in 
the production, and 
only at the end, show-
ing up as a photo-
graph of a tall, sol-
emn, handsome man 
with downcast eyes.  
The score was written 
by Sally Beamish, the 
libretto by Scottish 
novelist Janice Gallo-
way. 
     Variety reports that 
director Rob Cohen 
will be behind the 
cameras for The Na-
ture of Evil, described 
as an action-
adventure-horror film 
or “The Omen meets 
Indiana Jones.”  The 
trade paper reports 
that the actual plot of 
the film is being kept 
“close to the vest,” but 
says it’s based on two 
scripts, one written by 
Richard Matheson, the 
other a script called 
The Deceiver that was 
penned by Keith 
Davidson and rewrit-
ten by Cohen and 
Gemil Everett. 

Hellnotes 

Hellnotes Book Review by Bev Vincent 
village run by an English-educated 
Thai drug lord named Jack who is 
alternately cooperative and terrify-
ingly violent.  The locals think spir-
its walk among them. Charlie, 
hooked on opium, believes she is 
imprisoned by a curse. 
     Smoking Poppy is a novel of 
self-rediscovery.  Joyce has cre-
ated a flawed, complex and deep 
character who must solve the puz-
zle his children have become and 
find the path back – back to his 
former life, to his children and, 
ultimately, to civilization and real-
ity.  He narrates in a decidedly 
regional accent, adding color and 
veracity to this workingman who 
frequently and loudly blames Ox-
ford University for leading his chil-
dren astray.  Danny’s adventure 
through time and space leads to 
his escape from a self-absorbed 
cloud of smoke thicker than that 
produced by any opium pipe. 

daughter, Charlie, is in prison in 
Thailand, accused of smuggling 
opium.  She faces life in prison or 
the death sentence.  Danny de-
cides to rescue her, accompanied 
by two uninvited guests: his 
snooker partner, Mick, who pro-
fesses to be his best friend, and 
Phil, Bible in hand. 
     Thailand is several worlds away 
from Leicester.  Joyce paints a 
land where, in the debilitating heat, 
things move at a frustrating pace.  
Danny and Mick argue constantly. 
Phil snarls pointed Biblical quotes 
at his father.  Finally allowed to 
visit the prison, Danny discovers a 
frightened woman who reportedly 
stole Charlie’s passport in some 
remote northern village. 
     The mismatched trio ventures 
north into lawless wilderness 
where the poppy harvest rules.  
Their guides abandon them in the 
jungle.  Eventually they end up in a 

SMOKING POPPY 
Graham Joyce 
(Pocket Books, 271 pp, hardcover, 
$23.00, ISBN #0-671-03939-3) 
 
Graham Joyce’s American pub-
lisher proclaims Smoking Poppy his 
‘most mainstream novel yet.’  In 
spite of such assertions, like all of 
Joyce’s novels Poppy has one foot 
firmly rooted in our reality and the 
other dangling at the edge of some 
other, more fantastic, place.  Read-
ers are invited to interpret when – 
or if – the story steps over this 
edge.  Joyce does not demand 
belief that anything otherworldly 
takes place.  Plausible alternate 
explanations are always available: 
delusions, drugs or dreams. 
     An electrician recently separated 
from his wife, Danny Innes is also 
suffering the loss of his two grown 
children.  Phil has “contracted 
Christian Fundamentalism” and his 

its first slate of 10 films, several of 
them with connections to the 
horror field.  One of those is Not 
Human, a horror thriller about 
scientists trapped in a sealed 
biodome with a dangerous, 
genetically-created being.  It will 
be directed by Steve Haberman 
from a script he wrote with Rudy 
DeLuca.  Another is Preacher, an 
adaptation of a comic book about 
a minister who stands between 
good and evil in an apocalyptic 
battle.  It will be directed by Rachel 
Talalay.  According to Variety, the 
company was formed by Mitchell 
Goldman, New Line Cinema’s  
former president and chief 
operating officer for distribution 
and marketing.  For a set fee, the 
company provides distribution on 
2,000 U.S. screens, plus a 
minimum of $16 million in 
marketing.  The benefit for 
financiers, Variety says, is that 
they get to retain their film 
copyrights.  Goldman said the 
company has the same “upside” 
as studios, which make most of 
their money through distribution 
fees, without having to put the 
money into overhead and 
production.  He said they will place 
films with all the major chains, 
scheduling them so they won’t get 
crushed by big-budget studio 
movies. 

Sommers (The Mummy) will next 
tackle several other horror staples, 
in a new film to be called Van 
Helsing.  Sommers’ screenplay is 
set in the late 19th century and 
sees Van Helsing drawn to a 
distant European country to fight 
evil.  The film will reportedly make 
use of classic Universal monster 
characters such as Dracula, 
Frankenstein’s monster and the 
Wolf Man, as “reimagined” by 
Sommers. He will also produce the 
film with his partner Bob Ducsay. 
     Reuters reported that a number 
of classic horror movie posters 
were among more than 3,500 film 
posters auctioned this week at 
Christie’s in London.  Some of the 
highlights included an original 
poster from Boris Karloff’s 1932 
classic, The Mummy, which was 
expected to bring between $14,000 
and $21,000, and a poster for the 
1932 film Doctor X, expected to 
fetch nearly $10,000. Also being 
offered was a sheet advertising the 
sequel, The Return of Dr. X, which 
starred Humphrey Bogart in the 
title role.  In other genres, a 1936 
Flash Gordon poster was expected 
to bring in more than $42,000.  The 
sale was the first of two film poster 
auctions scheduled for Christie’s 
London office this year. 
     One year after it was launched, 
the Premiere Marketing and 
Distribution Group has announced 

Queen of the Damned took a big 
hit at the box office last weekend, 
losing more than 60 percent of its 
first week business and falling from 
the number one position to number 
six.  The film took in $5.8 million, 
for total receipts of $23.8 million 
since opening.  The other genre 
film in the top ten didn’t suffer as 
much. Dragonfly lost about a third 
of its business, taking in $6.8 
million and slipping from third to 
fourth position.  The movie has 
taken in a total of $19.4 million in 
its first two weeks. 
     Variety reports that Universal is 
readying a new film called Penny 
Dreadful:  Ghost Detective, which 
is billed as a blend of Spy Kids and 
Beetlejuice.  The studio hopes to 
make the movie the first in a new 
children’s franchise.  The script, 
penned by Darin Scott, deals with a 
young girl whose psychic abilities 
allow her to work with ghosts and 
fight an evil witch. 
      Following last week’s 
speculation, UPN has confirmed 
that they will air five episodes of 
the paranormal series Wolf Lake, 
which was canceled by sister 
network CBS last fall.  The pilot 
episode will be shown at 9 p.m. on 
April 3, to be followed in 
subsequent weeks by four never-
before-seen episodes. 
     According to The Hollywood 
Reporter, writer/director Stephen 
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