
1 

 

Bev Vincent 
 
Over 750 people turned out to see 
Stephen King, John Grisham, Pe-
ter Straub and Pat Conroy at a 
benefit performance for audiobook 
narrator Frank Muller in New York 
City last Saturday evening. Muller, 
who has narrated dozens of books 
by these authors and others, was 
injured in a motorcycle accident in 
November.  Due to the severity of 
his injuries, which include neuro-
logical damage, it is unclear if he 
will ever work again.  
     Unlike authors, audiobook nar-
rators do not get royalties from 
their performances.  While Muller 
has health insurance, Stephen 
King said it is inadequate for his 
current situation and his family is 
now without income. 
     Hosted by George Guidall, who 
has narrated over five hundred 
unabridged audiobooks, the event 
featured readings or talks by the 

Betts Books has posted another 
warning to booksellers and book 
buyers about the man who has 
been plaguing a number of book 
dealers, including the Hellnotes 
Bookstore, with fraudulent credit 
card purchases.  Apparently, he’s 
even using an e-mail address with 
Hellnotes in the title.  So as a warn-
ing to all, we run the Betts notice 
here: 
     “Please note, this guy is back!  
He is using the screen name of 
Nilelegend on eBay and now 
claims to live in the UK.  Please 
don't fall for his lies, he is a third 
world thief and is wanted by the 
FBI in the USA. 
     “This scumbag uses the follow-
ing names: ahmed abdel aziz al-
hosary, ahmed abdel aziz ebrahim 
el sayed , ahmed ahmed abd alaziz 

ibrahim, and Hatem Fawzy.  His 
address is: 3 ebn alyosr street al 
raml station Alexandria, Egypt.  
Currently he was using lo-
cloc44@hotmail.com and hell-
notes@msn.com  as his e-mail but 
it has changed a number of times.  
He also lists his home as being in 
Bahrain, Italy and the UK.  All his 
King auctions are private so no-
body can warn the bidders. 
     “The books stolen from us are: 
The Plant all three volumes are 
designer proofs with Part III flat 
signed, a First Edition 'Salem's Lot 
with a price clipped 3rd state dust 
jacket, A New Lieutenant's Rap, A 
Roman Numeral Six Stories w/ 
traycase, a copy of F13, and a 
comb bound copy of Riding The 
Bullet.  For anyone that buys from 
this creep, our Insurance Carrier 

will make every attempt to seize 
these items if they are purchased 
and brought into the USA.  
     “Please note we were not the 
only book seller that he stole books 
from, so if you buy a book from him 
and it is not one of ours, you may 
still lose it, as it is most likely sto-
len.” 

BSFA Awards  
 
The shortlist for the 
2002 British Science 
Fiction Association 
Awards has been an-
nounced. 
     Best Novel:  
American Gods  by 
Neil Gaiman;  Pa-
shazade  by Jon Cour-
tenay Grimwood; Bold 
as Love by Gwyneth 
Jones; The Secret of 
Life by Paul McAuley; 
Chasm City by Alastair 
Reynolds; Lust by 
Geoff Ryman.   
     Best Short Fic-
tion:  “Under the Saf-
fron Tree” by Cherith 
Baldry; “First to the 
Moon” by Stephen 
Baxter & Simon Brad-
shaw; “Children of 
Winter” by Eric Brown; 
“Myxamatosis” by 
Simon Ings; “Wind 
Angels” by Leigh Ken-
nedy; “Isabel of the 
Fall” by Ian MacLeod  
     Best Artwork: 
Dominic Harman, 
Colin Odell, Steve 
Rawlings, Bryan Tal-
bot, The Whole Hog. 
     Non Fiction: 
Omegatropic by 
Stephen Baxter; Terry 
Pratchett by Andrew 
M. Butler; Tim Burton 
by Michelle LeBlanc & 
Colin Odell; Storming 
the Bastille by Justina 
Robson; The Best 
Introduction to the 
Mountains by Gene 
Wolfe.    
     The awards are 
voted on by the mem-
bers of the British Sci-
ence Fiction Associa-
tion and the British 
National Science Fic-
tion Association (or 
Eastercon).  This 
year’s winners will be 
announced at the 
2002 Eastercon 
(Helicon 2), to be held 
in Jersey March 29-
April 1. 
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four authors, each prefaced by a 
snippet of Muller’s recording of that 
author’s work.  John Grisham 
started the evening joking about 
King’s rumored retirement and 
fears of repeating himself.  "What's 
wrong with that?" Grisham said.  "I 
ran out of new ideas after my fourth 
book and I'm still writing!"  He also 
joked about walking into the book-
store every few months after King's 
accident to find a new book by 
King.  His publisher suggested 
Grisham start taking long walks on 
remote, rural roads to increase his 
productivity.  Grisham then read 
from his new legal thriller, The 
Summons, published on February 
5th. 
     Peter Straub, before reading a 
passage from Black House, com-
mented about reading at the same 
event as two Southerners, saying 
no one had ever complimented a 
Milwaukee accent.  
     King was also scheduled to read 

from Black House, but read “The 
Revenge of Lardass Hogan” from 
“The Body” instead.  Different Sea-
sons was the first of King’s works 
read by Muller, who had to do sev-
eral takes to get this passage on 
tape without laughing.  At the part 
of the story where characters real-
ize an upset in the pie-eating con-
test may be in the works, King 
looked up and said, "Go, Patri-
ots! ...  I don't know where that 
came from ... it just popped out." 
     Pat Conroy said that living in the 
South did not make him immune to 
the influences of New York.  His 
next book, he said tongue-in-
cheek, would be called The Erec-
tions, detailing the romantic misad-
ventures of Jonathan Franzen and 
Oprah Winfrey.  
     The evening closed with a brief 
thank you from Muller’s wife, Erika, 
carrying their young daughter.  
Touched by the outpouring of sup-

(Continued on page 5) 

 
“I was born interested in 
horror -- to be more pre-

cise, ghost stories.   
I remember camping out 

on the floor devouring 
Twilight Zone and  

Outer Limits as a very 
young child.” 
—Tamara Thorne 

The Frank Muller Benefit 
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Larry Cohen  
Said It 

 
“Anybody who wants 
to do what I’m doing – 
that is, write and direct 
motion pictures – first 
they’ve got to write.  
They’ve got to con-
tinually write, like I do.  
All the time.  They’ve 
got to turn out some 
scripts.  The easiest 
thing to do – of all the 
challenges to over-
come – the easiest 
one is the writing.  If 
you can write some-
thing and someone 
reads it, they might 
very well make the 
picture.  A director has 
the harder job: he has 
to have film, equip-
ment; he’s got to have 
a crew, got to have 
actors, got to have a 
script, locations.  He’s 
got to have a budget.  
A writer only needs a 
piece of paper.  All it 
costs him is 120 
sheets of paper.  You 
can turn out a product 
at a negligible cost.  
So I would say if you 
have writing talent, 
then you should utilize 
it.  If you don’t have 
writing talent, then you 
have a problem.  Then 
you’ve got to find 
somebody else who 
can write, team up 
with them, and hope 
to come up with some-
thing.  If you’re a pro-
ducer, you find some-
body who’s written a 
script, and try and find 
a home for that script.  
You might try and tie 
them up with a direc-
tor … there’s a lot of 
ways to do it.  Writing 
is still the easiest 
way – if you have the 
talent.” 
     From Stanley 
Wiater's Dark 
Thoughts: On Writing.  
Advice and Commen-
tary From Fifty Mas-
ters of Fear and Sus-
pense.  Underwood 
Books.  Copyright 
1997 by ShadoWind, 
Inc.  All Rights Re-
served. 

Hellnotes 

money. 
     Beginning this fall, Wizards of 
the Coast will be releasing limited 
quantities of the first Magic: The 
Gathering action figures.  The fig-
ures are based on characters and 
creatures from the competition-
based trading-card strategy game, 
which was invented by Richard 
Garfield and debuted in 1993.  
Among the figures in the series will 
be The Serra Angel, Lord of Atlan-
tis, Sengir Vampire, Erhnam Djinn, 
Kamahl and Shadowmage Infiltra-
tor.  Each figure will come pack-
aged with a randomly-inserted 
card from the seventh edition of 
the game. 

tainment umbrella, “since both are 
celebrity-driven and could result in 
more projects and tie-ins.”  Folta 
added that “there’s a natural trans-
action that comes between book 
publishing and motion pictures.  
We think we can get more out of 
that.”  S&S used to be a larger part 
of the Viacom enterprise, but in 
1998 it sold its educational and 
reference division to Pearson, 
choosing to focus on consumer 
books.  Among other changes at 
Viacom was the recent decision to 
combine CBS and UPN television 
under the control of CBS head Les-
lie Moonves, which was done as a 
cost-cutting measure.  Folta said 
that move is different from the S&S 
announcement.  While UPN has 
yet to reach profitability, he said, 
S&S and Viacom are both making 

Viacom, Inc., announced last week 
that Jonathan Newcomb, the chair-
man and chief executive officer of 
Simon & Schuster, is leaving the 
company as the publishing unit is 
folded into the entertainment group.  
S&S Chief Operating Officer Jack 
Romanos will take over as head of 
the publishing division.  He will re-
port to the chairman of the enter-
tainment group, which also includes 
the Paramount film studios and 
theme parks.  While Simon & 
Schuster is one of the country’s 
largest publishers, with authors that 
include Stephen King and Mary 
Higgins Clark, Reuters reports that 
it’s the smallest Viacom unit, ac-
counting for only three percent of 
total revenues.   Viacom spokes-
person Carl Folta said it will benefit 
from being under the larger enter-

Publishing News 

dation, named for Muller’s home 
recording studio, has been estab-
lished to support disabled perform-
ers, writers, and members of the 
production community. 
     For more information see www.
bitchen.com/muller.  

rights from NAL to include "The 
Body" excerpt but hoped to do so.  
Otherwise, the audio release might 
have something else from King on 
it.  
     At the end of the evening, the 
four authors signed books for peo-
ple who had contributed extra for 
that privilege.  Wavedancer Foun-

port for her husband, she said 
she’d spoken to him by phone ear-
lier that day and he was able to say 
he loved her.  She also introduced 
the doctor who had treated Muller 
after his accident. 
     Simon and Schuster recorded 
the benefit for audio release.  King 
said they hadn't yet secured the 

Frank Muller Benefit (continued) 

Lemurians to UFO's to Bigfoot.  I 
had a lot of fun twisting things 
around and adding my own lore, 
but my favorite moment comes 
when Bigfoot's bloodlines are 
explained.  The story takes place 
in Eternity, a Shasta-like place, 
involves a confused sheriff, a kinky 
serial killer, and a bunch of 
townspeople, none of whom you'd 
trust to feed your fish for the 
weekend. 
     Candle Bay (August) is about a 
family of vampires that run a hotel 
on California's  central coast.  It's 
hard to describe; let's just say they 
run into a lot of trouble and a 
human woman and a thousand-
year-old nostalgia ridden vampire 
are at the heart of it.  There is also 
a vampire totally hung up on The 
Godfather and The Sopranos who 
doesn't help matters much. 
 

Continued Next Issue 

TT:  He never talked about it, he 
just did it whenever my mother and 
I went away for a few days.  I 
believe it was partly his puritanical 
streak even though I wasn't writing 
anything objectionable; a lot of it 
was just humor.  It was the writing 
itself he disliked.  Long after he 
died, I found out he had written 
occult stories when he was 
younger and couldn't get any 
published.  But I don't believe his 
actions were due to jealousy.  
Rather, there was probably a 
strong feeling of identification 
because of the writing -- not a good 
thing because he was never happy 
with himself. 
 
HN:  Can you give us a short 
preview of the two novels you have 
coming out in 2002? 
TT:  Eternity (February) is about 
earth vortices and what they can 
do to shift reality.  Additionally, it 
has a base in the considerable lore 
of Northern California's Mt. Shasta, 
alleged home to everything from 

Shirley Jackson.  And I'm afraid 
that MAD magazine was also a 
powerful influence. 
 
HN:  You mentioned your father as 
an influence in your interest in 
horror.  How did your parents feel 
about your books?  Did they get to 
read any? 
TT:  My father was an influence, no 
doubt about that.  He did two 
things:  terrorized me in a number 
of creative ways and burned my 
writing.  He fed my fear and my 
rebellious streak.  My mother 
provided me with books, her sense 
of humor, and support. 
     My father died before I wrote 
professionally, but he would have 
disapproved, given his earlier 
penchant for destroying my work.  
My mother probably didn't love my 
subject matter, but she was simply 
proud of me.  She accepted me 
with open arms.  I miss her. 
 
HN:  Why did your father burn your 
writing? 

Tamara Thorne (continued) 


